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DEPARTMENT  OF  STATE  LANDS 


MARC  RACICOT,  GOVERNOR 


(406)  444-2074 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 


162S  ELEVENTH  AVENUE 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620-1601 


P.O.  BOX  201601 


April  8,  1993 


lEhoi  Hi  1 1 , 


Dear  Reader: 

Enclosed  for  your  review  is  an  Environmental  Assessment  (EA)  prepared  by  the 
Department  of  State  Lands  (DSL).  The  EA  evaluates  a  proposal  by  Barretts  Minerals  Inc 
(BMI),  formerly  Pfizer,  Inc.,  to  expand  the  mine  permit  area. 

Public  comment  on  this  EA  will  be  received  by  the  DSL  until  5:00  P.M.  April  23, 
1993.  Comments  should  be  about  the  adequacy  of  the  EA  in  assessing  issues,  new 
information  not  considered  that  may  influence  the  analysis  and  clarification.  Comments 
should  be  specific.  The  DSL  will  use  these  comments  and  agency  responses,  the  EA  and  the 
application  for  amendment  to  make  a  final  decision  on  the  permit.  The  decision  may  be  to 
approve  the  proposal,  deny  the  proposal  or  approve  the  proposal  with  modifications. 

Comments  will  be  accepted  by  phone,  (406)  444-2074,  or  by  letter  addressed  to: 
Bob  Winegar 

Montana  Department  of  State  Lands 
Capitol  Station 
Helena,  MT  59620 

Thank  your  for  your  consideration  and  attention  to  this  matter. 


Sincerely, 


STATE  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 


Rebecca  A.  Miller 
Geochemist 
Hard  Rock  Bureau 
Reclamation  Division 


AUG   4  1993 


RM/mm 


cc:  EA  Core  List 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT 

APPLICANT:    Barretts  Minerals  Inc.  formally  Pfizer  Inc.  .  

TYPE  OF  OPERATION:     Regal  Mine  ,  talc,  open  pit  ,  

LOCATION:  sec  2.  T8S.  R7W  and  sec  35.  T7S.  R7W.  MPM       COUNTY:  Madison  

PERSON  PREPARING  E.A.:  Rebecca  A-  Miller  geochemist  

APPLICATION  COMPLETE:     April  5.  1993  E.A.  COMPLETE:   April  9,  1993 

Date  Date 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS 

A 

B 

C 

LONG 
TERM 

SHORT 
TERM 

AMPLIFICATION 

PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

1.  TOPOGRAPHY 

X 

2.  GEOLOGY:  Stability 

X 

3.  SOILS:  Ouality,  Distribution 

X 

X 

See  Page  3 

4.  WATER;  Quality;  Quantity; 
Distribution 

X 

5.  AIR;  Ouality 

X 

T INTO! IE.  ENDANGERED.  FRA- 
GILE, or  LIMITED  environmental 
resources 

X 

BIOLOGICAL  ENVIRONMENT 

1    TERRESTRIAL.  AVIAN,  and 
AQUATIC;  species  and  habitats 

X 

VEGETATION:  quantity,  quality, 
species 

X 

3.  AGRICULTURE;  grazing,  crops 
production 

X 

HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 

1.  SOCIAL;  structures  and  mores 

X 

2.  CULTURAL  uniqueness,  diversity 

X 

3.  POPULATION;  quantity  and 
diversity 

X 
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POTENTIA 

L  IMPACTS 

A 

B 

L 

LONG 
TERM 

SHORT 
TERM 

AMPLIFICATION 

4.  HOUSING:  quantity  and 

Hictnhiitmn 

Uloll  IUU11UU 

X 

S    HT TM AN  HFALTH  &  SAFETY 

X 

f.    COMMUNITY  &  PERSONAL 
INCOME 

X 

7.  EMPLOYMENT:  quantity  and 
distribution 

X 

8.  TAX  BASE;  local  and  state  tax 
revenue 

X 

o   r,nVFRNMF.NT  SERVICES: 
demand 

X 

in  INDUSTRIAL.  COMMERCIAL 
and  AGRICULTURAL  activities 

X 

1 1 .  HISTORICAL  and 
ARfHAFOLOGICAL 

X 

12.  AESTHETICS 

X 

H  FNVTRONMENTAL  PLANS  and 
GOALS;  local  and  regional 

X 

14.  DEMANDS  on  ENVIRON- 
MFNTAI  RESOURCES  of  land, 
water,  air  and  energy 

X 

1<5  TRANSPORTATION;  networks 
and  traffic  flows 

X 

X 

See  Page  3 

PUBLIC  TMvrtT  VFMF.NT:  Two  week  public  review  of  EA 


ALTERNATIVES  CONSIDERED:  See  attached  discussion  on  page  3 


COMPLIANCE  STATUS:  No  outstanding  noncompliances 


RECOMMENDATIONS  CONCERNING  PREPARATION  OF  AN  EIS:  F.IS  in  not  necessary  for  this  level  of 
disturbance 


OTHER 


GROUPS  OR  AGENCIES  CONTACTED  OR  WHICH  MAY  HAVE  OVERLAPPING  JURISDICTION:  none 


A:  Significant  Unavoidable  Impacts 
B:  Insignificant  as  a  result  of  conditioned  mitigation 
C:  Insignificant  as  proposed 


lionahire  " 


Signature 


BACKGROUND 

The  Regal  Mine,  operated  by  Barretts  Minerals  Inc  (BMI),  is  located  entirely  on  private  property  owned  by 
local  cattle  ranchers  and  was  permitted  on  March  17,  1972  for  an  original  permit  area  of  2  acres,  Operating  Permit  No 
00013    On  April  22  1977  an  additional  34  acres  were  permitted,  under  Operating  Permit  No  00013A,  to  incorporate 
additional  area  needed  for  the  mine  expansion.  On  August  18,  1992,  Amendment  001  to  Operating  Permit  No  00013A 
increased  the  acreage  to  be  disturbed  by  25  acres  for  waste  dump  expansion  and  soil  storage.  Total  permitted  acreage  is 
61  acres  for  this  mine. 

Currently  the  mine  is  permitted  to  produce  2000  short  tons  per  year.  Ore  is  trucked  via  the  Sweetwater  Road  to 
the  Barretts  Mill  south  of  Dillon  for  processing.  The  mine  has  only  operated  intermittently  over  the  past  years  and  is 
bonded  for  $61,000. 

PROPOSAL 

The  application  for  amendment  to  Operating  Permit  No  00013A  proposes  to  expand  their  permit  area  by  4.92 
acres  to  accommodate  space  for  an  office  building,  parts  shop,  maintenance  shop,  drainage  field,  fuel  tank  and  a 
concrete  fuel  containment  structure.  For  the  additional  acreage  represented  in  this  amendment,  BMI  will  abide  by  the 
reclamation  plans  outlined  under  Operating  Permit  Nos,  00013  and  00013A.  In  addition  to  these  permitted  plans,  BMI 
proposes  to  salvage  soil  which  will  be  stockpiled  and  seeded  to  prevent  wind  erosion,  dust  pollution  and  weed 
encroachment.  BMI  will  supply  any  additional  bonding  which  might  be  needed  due  to  these  additional  disturbances. 
Employment  requirements  would  remain  as  permitted  under  the  original  plans. 

RECLAMATION 

At  final  reclamation  all  structures  will  be  removed  and  disposed  of  in  an  appropriate  manner.  The  4.92  acres  of 
disturbed  land  will  be  regraded.  Stockpiled  topsoil  will  be  spread  and  seeded  according  to  the  permitted  reclamation 
plans. 

AMPLIFICATION  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  FACTORS 
Physical  environment 

Soils-  Due  to  the  limited  amount  of  topsoil  in  and  around  the  mine  area,  ranging  from  0  to  less  than  10  inches  BMI  is 
committed  to  salvaging  all  soils  which  will  support  vegetation.  Because  of  limited  soil  salvaging  in  the  past,  additional 
action  is  needed  to  provide  for  greater  soil  stockpile  volumes  and  to  increase  reclamation  feasibility.  Soil  stockpiles  will 
be  seeded  to  prevent  wind  erosion,  dust  pollution  and  weed  encroachment. 

Transportation:  Due  to  the  re-opened  mine  having  to  operate  with  no  offices  or  support  facilities,  additional  traffic  on 
the  access  road  has  increased.  The  addition  of  these  facilities  to  the  mine  plan  will  decrease  traffic  on  the  Sweetwater 
Road  to  less  than  if  the  amendment  were  not  adopted. 

CUMULATIVE  IMPACTS 

BMI  is  currently  blasting  and  moving  waste  to  expose  the  talc  vein  in  the  Regal  pit.  Exploration  activities  are 
ongoing.  Continued  exploration  by  BMI  in  the  area  may  result  in  the  discovery  of  more  minable  ore  reserves  Other 
compames  are  exploring^  historic  iron  mine  approximately  3  miles  southwest  of  the  Regal  Mine.  As  . ^ult  o ^ 
exploration  activities,  new  disturbances  could  be  associated  with  the  mining  of  this  deposit.      Grazing  of  1  vestock 
lurs  m  L  area  immediately  adjacent  to  the  mine.  This  activity  is  not  expected  to  change.  No  significant  cumulative 
impacts  are  expected  as  a  result  of  any  of  these  actions. 

ALTERNATIVES 

The  following  alternatives  are  being  considered: 
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1.  The  applicant's  proposal 


2.  The  applicant's  proposal  with  the  addition  of  increased  soil  salvage. 


3.  No  action 


Under  alternative  #1,  current  mining  of  the  operation  would  continue  with  an  added  measure  of  convenience  and 
efficiency  due  to  the  location  of  their  office  and  maintenance  facilities  located  at  the  mine  site.  This  would  result  in  a 
decreased  number  of  trips  to  town  to  pick  up  parts  or  other  related  activities.  The  ability  of  the  mine  to  store  fuel  on 
site  would  reduce  trips  to  town  to  replenish  the  fuel  supply.  Topsoil  salvage  could  be  limited  by  the  operator  due  to  the 
vague  language  committing  to  soil  salvage  in  the  original  permits. 

Under  alternative  #2,  BMI  would  be  required  to  salvage  all  soil  material,  associated  with  any  disturbances  in  the 
61  acre  permitted  area,  with  a  coarse  rock  fragment  up  to  50  weight  percent.  Upon  consideration  for  the  safety  of  the 
equipment  operator,  all  -  3  inch  soil  material  on  slopes  less  than  50%  grade  would  be  required  to  be  salvaged. 

Under  alternative  #3,  current  mining  of  the  operation  would  continue  with  no  office,  maintenance  or  fuel 
containment  structures  available  for  use.  Traffic  on  the  Sweetwater  Road  would  increase  to  a  greater  degree  than  if  the 
proposed  amendment  were  not  adopted.  Topsoil  salvage  could  be  limited  at  the  operator's  discretion. 
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